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questions, interpreting dreams, and resolving doubts.
In a word, in the same sense that Daniel, almost a
thousand years after, was esteemed at Babylon, viz.,
that the spirit of the holy gods was in him ; whether
they meant by their gods, the crocodile, or the river
Nile, or the great calf at the Egyptian Thebes, or
IsiSj or Osyris, that I shall not inquire into here,
but they doubted not that some of the best and
brightest of their deities inspired Joseph with an
excellent spirit.

Nor was it unreasonable for the poor people, un-
der the dark circumstances of that age, to believe so
of him ; for how else should he have the foreknow-
ledge of the dreadful famine seven years before it
came ? how that sagacity to gather such immense
quantities of corn in the plentiful years before it ?
and lay it up in such places, and in such propor-
tions, and so secured, as to supply suitably the
whole country of Egypt, so vastly extended, and so
populous as it was at that time ?

How Joseph came by all this knowledge and
wisdom, they (as we have like reason to believe)
were as ignorant of, as they were positive that it
was so, by some means or other; and therefore it
was no absurdity for them to suggest that he did all
by divination, that is to say, by enchantment, or
secret converse with the spirits of another world ;
or as we call it, with more propriety, at least in our
opinion, that he dealt with the Devil; and that this
was done by the charm of the silver cup which was
put in the mouth of Benjamin's sack.

That they believed so is evident from the words
of the same chapter, Gen. xliv. 5 ; Is not this it in
which my Lord drinketh, and whereby he divineth ?
The words are fully explained by the customs and
usage of the magicians and devil-hunters in those
days, who used strange gestures, and clanging
sounds, such, or not much unlike such, as our old
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